Effect of the administration of oral poliovirus vaccine on infantile diarrhoea mortality.
Infectious diarrhoea is one leading cause of infantile mortality in developing countries. Rotaviruses and other enteroviruses have an important role in diarrhoea but, currently, there are no vaccines available to immunize infants. The use of oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) over two decades has shown that, besides protecting effectively against poliomyelitis, it can interfere with intestinal infection by other enteroviruses. This interference by the vaccine viruses could explain two epidemiological observations showing that repeated and massive administration of OPV was followed by a statistically significant decrease of infantile diarrhoea mortality. OPV administration could have two objectives: to prevent poliomyelitis and to reduce infantile diarrhoea of viral aetiology.